
Spring has sprung for south Wales stately home thanks  
to Heritage Lottery Fund cash boost  

 

Dyffryn House, located in the heart of the Grade I registered Dyffryn Gardens in the Vale of 

Glamorgan, is to be given a new lease of life, thanks to a £600,000 grant from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund (HLF), it was announced today (23 March).  

 

The money awarded to the Vale of Glamorgan Council will fund the restoration of the main 

rooms of the Grade II* listed House designed in the late-Victorian period in French Renaissance 

and English Baroque styles. The work will return the interiors to their former glory and open 

them up for visitors to enjoy for the first time since the House closed to the public in 1996. 

 

The grant will also be used to fund the employment of an Interpretation and Learning Officer 

and provide a programme of training opportunities for local volunteers.   

 

This aim is to make the three-storey mansion, built by coal tycoon John Cory in 1893 and 

considered to be on the of most important houses of its period, a focal point within the Gardens 

once again and create a major tourism and community attraction.  

 

With 80% of tourists claiming to visit south east Wales for its stately homes and castles*, the 

reopening of Dyffryn House will be a welcome addition to the south Wales tourism offer. 

 

Chair of HLF in Wales, Dan Clayton Jones, said: “Heritage-based tourism has never been so 

important to Wales’ economy and as such we’ve made this award as part of our continued 

investment in its development for the benefit of the people in Wales.  

 

“This award is the final piece in the jigsaw of the restoration project at Dyffryn. The House is one 

of the most important to have survived from the period and reflects the enormous wealth 

amassed by John Cory, over 100 years ago.  We are delighted that the HLF grant will reopen 

the House and reunite it once more with the Gardens as it was originally designed, creating one 

fantastic space for visitors to enjoy. What’s more, this project is creating opportunities for local 

people to get involved in heritage, learn new skills and play their part in taking history into the 

future.”  

 



In 1997 & 2005, HLF awarded the 55 acre Dyffryn Gardens a total of over £6.15m to restore the 

Gardens’ features and landscapes. The Gardens currently attract 52,000 visitors a year and are 

regularly used for events. The Council hopes the reopening of the House will double visitor 

numbers within 10 years.    

 

The Minister for Heritage, Alun Ffred Jones, said: “I’m delighted that my officials in Cadw were 

able to offer a grant in 2009 towards the restoration of the principal rooms and I am glad that 

they and the HLF are able to work together in this way so that the public will once again be able 

to access this magnificent house.  Training opportunities for local volunteers is something to be 

welcomed and will enhance the community’s understanding of Dyffryn House and Gardens and 

the stories surrounding it, and will also enhance a visitor’s experience to this prime attraction.” 

 

There is currently a regular 25-strong group of committed garden volunteers, and over 300 

members of the Friends of Dyffryn Gardens Society. The Council wants to build on this to help 

visitors make the most of their experience. Local people of all ages are being encouraged to get 

involved in a variety of roles such as researchers, period flower arrangers and tour guides in full 

Edwardian costume, to really bring the history of the House to life.  

 

The work is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2012 and a series of events, activities, 

exhibitions and school visits are planned to take place.  

 

Councillor Rhodri Traherne, Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Regeneration, 

said: “Bringing the house back into use as part of the visitor experience at Dyffryn will be a 

significant development in making this an important heritage destination, benefiting not only 

Dyffryn but the region as a whole. We look forward to opening our doors to the public in 2012.” 

 

Geraldine Donovan, Site Curator, added: “Throughout the restoration there will be opportunities 

for the community to become involved either as volunteers or as  observers of the project . Our 

first volunteer open day is May 5th and, from the interest expressed so far by both friends and 

the community, we are confident that we will attract the new house volunteers which are 

essential to the project’s success.” 

 

 
- Ends-  

 



For further information contact Kate Sullivan on 029 20764100 or kate@equinox-pr.co.uk   

 

Notes to Editors  
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and 
transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from 
and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and 
cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  HLF has supported more than 
30,000 projects allocating over £4.5 billion across the UK, including more than 2,000 projects 
totaling over £217 million in Wales.  To find out more, please visit www.hlf.org.uk 

Shaping the future – for heritage, for everyone 

Have your say – HLF’s three-month consultation on the future of Lottery funding for heritage is 
now live on our website. 

All views given will help shape HLF’s strategy from 2013 to 2019. This is people’s chance to tell 
us what they think we should continue to do and what we should do differently. For further 
information, to view our consultation video and to respond to the consultation, please visit: 
www.hlf.org.uk/consultation2011 until 26 April 2011.   

There are two questionnaires available on-line. If you work within the heritage sector or 
community organisations in a professional capacity and would like to contribute to the full 
consultation, please fill in longer questionnaire. If you are a member of the public and wish to 
express your personal views on HLF funding in the future, please fill in the less detailed public 
questionnaire. 

General facts for Wales:  

• In Wales, over £217 million has been invested in projects across the country, from 
Newport Medieval Ship to Skomer Island; from Pontypridd Museum to Nant 
Gwrtheyrn 

• Every £1 million of HLF funding attracts £620,000 from partner organisations 

• 62% of HLF projects in Wales have been led by local community groups and voluntary 
organisations 

• 25 public parks in Wales have benefited from £25million in HLF funding, including Bute 
Park, Cardiff, Brynmill Park, Swansea and Ponciau Banks, Wrexham 

• More than 98% of grants awarded in the last year have created volunteering 
opportunities 

• 21 deprived urban conservation areas have been rejuvenated through the Townscape 
Heritage Initiative, which has awarded £22 million to towns such as Aberdare, Denbigh, 
Cardigan, Colwyn Bay, Bridgend and Cefn Mawr (Wrexham).  

 

 


